The article begins with a discussion of the nature of research on climate change. Climate change research also does not fit neatly into conventional academic disciplinary divisions. The research is highly interdisciplinary, incorporating research from many disciplines, and transdisciplinary, transcending traditional disciplinary boundaries towards new forms of knowledge. Because climate change is such an important societal issue, researchers often strive to make their research relevant to public policy, so that policy makers can make better informed policy decisions. But researchers often insist that the policy decisions should be made by elected representatives and not by the researchers themselves.
